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Country-specific THE rankings indicators soon 
TNN14 February 2014 Issue No:307 
Times Higher Education’s ranking agency has agreed to draw up an India-specific indicator that would help global 
education stakeholders and international students judge Indian educational institutions, writes Shashi Tharoor for TNN. 
 
Minister of State for Human Resource Development Shashi Tharoor said international rankings were perceived to be of 
significance in enhancing the global mobility of students and teachers and in attracting funding. For this reason, a 
committee constituted by the standing council of Indian institutes of technology, or IITs, held meetings with the Times 
Higher Education and Quacquarelli Symonds rankings agency on the matter of ranking IITs. THE also held a workshop in 
May 2013 where universities and technical institutions were invited. 
 
The ministry has been stressing that parameters to judge institutions in the US and the UK cannot be applied to India 
since the nature of higher educational institutions is different. For instance, IITs are judged independently and Delhi 
University and Jawaharlal Nehru University have to compete with US and British universities. 
http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20140213180504919 

Request made to Union HRD Ministry to increase more 

attempts for IIT aspirants as well 

After learning about UPSC’s recent announcement of increasing attempts to appear in Civil Services Exam, for 

all the categories of candidates, Mathematician Anand Kumar of Super 30 fame has come forward with his 

similar request of increasing number of attempts for students to be able to qualify in IITs. 

 

Kumar urged the union HRD minister MM Pallam Raju, by writing him a letter for introducing a similar` 

opportunity for students to be able to qualify the JEE advance examination. 

 

Through letter that Kumar has addressed to the union HRD minister, he requested the ministry to also take the 

initiative to increase the number of chances for JEE aspirants as well. 

 

He urged ministry to consider his request, particularly for the underprivileged sections in the rural areas, since 

the students from those regions are hardly able to undergo quality schooling like students in urban areas. He 

added that students from rural areas begin with their preparations late due to dearth of opportunities. 

 

Anand Kumar has been making this request for the last four years and he had also met former HRD minister 

Kapil Sibal twice in the year 2010 and 2012. He demanded the same through discussion during his meeting with 

the Prime Minister as well. He mentioned through the letter that he would like to meet the union  

HRD minister MM Pallam Raju as well, to discuss the same whenever he has time. 

 

Anand explained that increase chances of attempts for IIT aspiring students will help decrease the urban-rural 

divide and this will let the bright students from rural areas come forward. Most students from remote areas 

cannot afford costly coaching though they possess talent to excel, yet they fail to reach the level that IIT 

demands. If given them a little more time by increasing attempts, those students shall be able to raise IITs bar 

and contribute in making IIT more inclusive, he stated through his letter. 

 

All in all, Kumar tried to throw light on this matter, for the Ministry and JEE board to think on similar lines as 

done for UPSC examination. 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/request-made-to-union-hrd-ministry-to-increase-more-attempts-for-iit-

aspirants-as-well-1392374292-1 

http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20140213180504919
http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/request-made-to-union-hrd-ministry-to-increase-more-attempts-for-iit-aspirants-as-well-1392374292-1
http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/request-made-to-union-hrd-ministry-to-increase-more-attempts-for-iit-aspirants-as-well-1392374292-1
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HRD Ministry: No new IIMs to be set up in next 3 years 

The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has announced that following the establishment of the 

six new Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), no new IIMs are expected to be set up in the coming three 

years. While earlier the focus was on increasing the number of available IIMs to enable more students to take 

admission, the new agenda is to carry out a thorough check of the new IIMs to ensure they live up to the 

expected standards.  

Under the 12th Five-Year Plan consideration will be given to improve the six new Indian Institutes of 

Management: IIM Thiruchirappalli, IIM Kashipur, IIM Ranchi, IIM Raipur, IIM Udaipur and IIM Rohtak. The 

most common problems they are facing are related to insufficient number of quality faculty and inadequate 

infrastructures. Although the older IIMs are helping in the role of mentor, special attention will need to be given 

to the new IIMs to bring them up to mark.  

Management course admissions for the academic year beginning 2014 at the six new IIMs were coordinated by 

IIM Trichy. Around 9,600 candidates had been short listed on the basis of Common Admission Test (CAT) 

scores for the Personal Interview and Written Aptitude Test used for admissions. A grand total of 800 seats 

were available in the six new IIMs, raising the total number of seats available across the 13 IIMs to 3,335. 

 

 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/e-learning-in-india/1/229032.html

